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Berni McDonalD 
Staff Spotlight
	 –	By	Brittany	Goltry,	Communications	Intern	

Most people are discouraged against bringing their work home. Berni McDonald 
is an exception.  Her job as the Program Manager for the Family Learning 
Center and Providence Home is to provide care for children in need. Plus, it 

has always been a part of her heart to be 
that place where a child feels safe and 
at home. Not only does Berni have 
heart, but she has personal experience 
as well.  Her own childhood with 
“wonderful foster parents” inspired 
Berni and her husband Gordy to 
foster over 60 children between 1993 
and 2006. The McDonald family was 
even named the Montana State Foster 
Family of the year in 1997.  

“I was a kid in foster care,” Berni said.  “My passion was that I understood 
what kids were thinking and feeling more than what someone could tell me.”  

For the last three years, Berni has overseen all of the staff, children, and operations 
for Providence Home.  Her oversight influences all aspects of the home, from 
policies and procedures to training, hiring, and public affairs. When conditions 
at home are unlivable, children in the Flathead Valley, from birth to age 12, 
are able to receive care from the home.  

“What separates Intermountain from other 
organizations is that we continually strive 
for excellence,” Berni explained.  “It’s not 
about the bottom dollar; it’s about keeping 
the kids safe.”  

While responding to kids in need is the most 
rewarding part of Berni’s job, she revealed that there are many challenges 
as well.  For instance, the community often thinks of a shelter as something 
unstructured, haphazard, and unstable—something that it is not. Rather, 

“When children 
 are in need and 
 in crisis, we can 
 respond to that.”

Berni McDonald, Providence Home Program Manager, 
has fostered more than 60 children over the past 13 years.
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“Our	precious	children...worth	their	weight	in	fine	gold”
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Music of christMas concert
featuring LiL’ spoon
thursday, December 1
7pm-9pm

JingLe BeLL JaM Dance
featuring the cLintons
saturday, December 3
7pm-12am

faMiLy Days
saturday and sunday
December 3-4
10am-4pm

“There is nothing more exponentially rewarding than 
designing for Intermountain’s Festival of Trees. Any creativity 
I am able to invest ripples in giant waves of joy throughout the 
lives of hundreds of  Montana’s children as well as thousands of 
families, businesses, and citizens in the greater Helena area.”
 
~ Susie Griffin, Designer for FAST Enterprises
    2010 tree titled “Celebrate the Wonder and Take Flight 
    with Technology”

     December 10, 2011
WinterWonderland

   Hilton Garden Inn, Kalispell  MT

For more information please contact Stephanie Fitte, Special Events Manager, at stephanief@intermountain.org or 406-457-4760.

intermountain’s 24th annual festival of trees 

november 30 - December 4, 2011
helena civ ic center
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Can We Be of assistanCe?
	 –	By	Jim	FitzGerald,	M.P.A.,Chief	Executive	Officer

 uring the Second World War, my father served 

 in the Pacific on a U.S. Navy carrier that was 

 attacked by kamikazes. He was 23 years old and 

a participant in what is remembered as one of the largest 

naval battles in human history. As with all good stories, I 

like his for the lesson in it; not one of personal heroics or 

coolness under fire, but rather the example of a group of 

individuals–collectively–making a powerful decision to 

look outward and choose a course of action that was both 

immediately beneficial and ultimately transcendent.

As his ship was in flames and listing, my father was on the 

bridge helping to evacuate the wounded when the radio 

crackled and a distinctly Australian voice asked:  “Can we 

be of assistance?”  The call had been placed by an officer 

on board the Austrailian, a cruiser that itself had come under 

fire and was engulfed in flames. However, in their own time 

of need the captain and the crew of the Australian looked 

beyond their desperate situation and somehow found the 

courage to share all that they had to offer. Their selfless 

decision defined what truly mattered in that moment and 

the power of their understated request–“Can we be of 

assistance?”–combined to form something transcendent 

in terms of both time and place. 

Halfway around the world and almost 70 years later, the lesson 

of this story is one that I am reminded of on a frequent basis. 

On numerous occasions each and every day, I see the results 

– in children’s faces and in their progress – of people who 

rise above themselves and their immediate needs to embrace 

others facing desperate circumstances. These people are 

you: Intermountain’s volunteers and donors.

Having been with this organization for more than three decades, 

I have had the privilege of knowing many Intermountain 

supporters, donors and volunteers for a long, long time. In 

visiting with you and sharing our experiences, it becomes 

apparent that for every individual and every family, life is 

neither a steady stream of fortune or misfortune. Rather, 

it’s a long path—sometimes even and level, but always with 

its share of ups and downs. And it is inspiring to me that 

even during those times when your lives are difficult, you 

find strength in the difference you can make in the lives of 

those who are even less fortunate.

Your dedication to and support for Intermountain children 

go far beyond providing shelter, food, education, and even 

the vital healing care that our organization is renowned for. 

Like the crew of the Australian, the appeal of Intermountain 

supporters is usually a humble one, essentially, “Can we be 

of assistance?” But your concern and your action rise above 

the moment as expressions of hope, and for the children 

we serve—the abused, the neglected and the abandoned—

provide the first glimmer of promise they have had in their 

short but tumultuous lives. 

To all of you who so generously share your time, talent and 

treasure with Intermountain, please accept my sincere thanks. 

Your support in all of its forms is appreciated, it matters, 

and it’s helping all of us–especially the children–to transcend 

difficulties that appear insurmountable, to build on promise, 

and to create a better world.   
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Gifts receiveD January1-DeceMBer 31,2010

Leave a Lasting Legacy
By naming Intermountain in your Will, you can 
guarantee that your legacy of caring for children 
and families will continue for generations to come. 

Here is specific language for your gift:
FIXED AMOUNT: [I (name), of (city, state, ZIP) give, devise and bequeath 
to Inter-Mountain Deaconess Home for Children the sum (written amount 
or percentage of the estate or description of property) of $___ for its 
unrestricted use and purpose.]
This sample is just a suggestion. Legal documents should always be prepared by 
your attorney.  Intermountain is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit charitable organization. 
Gifts are tax deductible.

m e m o r i a l  g i f t s



03  l  WWW.intermountain.org

intermountain, in partnership with the City of Helena, was recently 
awarded a Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) for $450,000.
this federal funding will support the building of two new cottages 
on intermountain’s Helena residential treatment campus. thanks to 
the strategic partnership between intermountain and the city – who 
sponsored the application – intermountain was successful with its 
first CDBG public facilities proposal. 

this project will provide a 
much-needed upgrade to an 
organization that has been 
a stalwart in the Helena 
community for more than 100 
years. the two new 12-bed 
cottages were identified as 
the most cost-effective and 
efficient way of upgrading  
 intermountain’s nearly 

40-year-old residential treatment campus.the new cottages will 
create a secure homelike atmosphere with space for young 
children, staff and families to partner in healing. there will be 
designated spaces for recreational activities, therapy sessions 
and adult meeting spaces to promote privacy and confidentiality. 
Updated with 21st century technology and green building standards 
in mind, these cottages will provide children and staff with a 
comfortable and functional therapeutic home for many decades. 

the announcement of the Community Development Block Grant 
moves intermountain closer to its goal of raising $2.5 million for the 
cottage construction project. Receiving the full amount ($450,000) 
requested demonstrates the merit of the project for other funding 
sources, including much needed private support. intermountain has 
secured nearly 50 percent of the project funding to date.

“we are thankful for the City of Helena support. it was many months 
of work and more months of waiting,” noted Jim FitzGerald, CeO.  
“For inspiration and patience, i think about our children and how 
much patience they must have to heal.”  

Berni whole-heartedly described Providence 
Home as a warm, welcoming, controlled, and 
nurturing environment.  

“The community struggles in understanding 
what a shelter does and how we facilitate that,” 
Berni said. She explained that it is a challenge, 
“educating other people to the philosophy 
around child welfare and what it means to the 
child in the present moment.”  

When giving advice about fostering children, 
Berni provides no less than the nitty gritty 
truth. She believes it is 
good for foster parents to 
have positively resolved 
a situation in their own 
lives in order to better 
understand and connect 
with their foster children. 
Another thing to consider 
is that foster children 
may be ungrateful. Even 
if a child was neglected by 
someone close to them, they 
will still want to be near what is familiar and might 
view foster parents as an obstacle of that desire.  

“It’s not like parenting your own children,” Berni 
said. “The kids have grit.” 

Between her duties at work and her role at 
home, it would be impossible for Berni not to 
be tired. However, she attributes her strength and 
determination to having an active faith and church 
life, knowing her limits, and praying often.  

“I pray a lot … I love 
the Lord and I love 
the people who serve 
him, and I love the 
people that don’t know 
him yet,” Berni said. 

Berni is particularly 
concerned with the 
recent comeback of methamphetamine use and 
the children that are placed at risk because of this.  
She hugely supports the Montana Meth Project 
ad campaign and believes there is still much to 
be done. So when asked why she does all that she 
does, there are many different answers. But the 
most imperative reason is that she does it to inspire 
others to do the same.  

interMountain receives a 
$450,000 coMMunity DevelopMent 
Block Grant

(Berni McDonald – continued from page 1)

Architect’s rendering of Residential Services cottage

Providence Home Green Tomato 
Pie and the hands that made it.

h e a l i n g  a  n e W  c e n t u r y
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MakinG the church connection
	 –	By	David	Creamer,	Development	Manager

 In Intermountain’s 100-plus year history, 
 churches have provided a backbone of support 
 that has been critical to the organization’s 
success. Being founded by a minister, the 
connection is a natural one. But as Intermountain 
has become more and more sophisticated, it is 
easy to overlook how critical a church’s connection 
can be. Easy, that is, until you visit a church like 
First Presbyterian of 
Kalispell.

The connection between 
Intermountain and 
Pastor Glen Burfeind’s 
congregation goes 
back decades, like so 
many other churches 
in Montana. Since 
services began in the 
Flathead less than 
three years ago, the 
congregation’s passion has grown tremendously. 
The effort has been led by Intermountain 
President’s Council (IPC) members Wayne and 
Rhudi Miller of Kalispell, who are members of 
First Presbyterian. Rhudi has spoken passionately 
to the congregation on multiple occasions, lending 
credibility to Intermountain that the agency 
couldn’t get on its own.

In their most recent “Change for Children” 
campaign, they raised $2,145, one of the best 
totals Intermountain has ever received in the 

history of this effort. But “Change for Children” 
is only part of First Presbyterian’s fervor for 
the mission of Intermountain.

Their Presbyterian Women’s group frequently 
contributes cash and in-kind donations, the 
church donates out of its general fund, and the 
Kalispell Development office has fielded dozens 

of  ca l l s  f rom church 
members interested in 
donating, volunteering and 
spreading the word about 
Intermountain.

T h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f 
relationships like these is 
not lost on anyone at 
Intermounta in ,and 
e s p e c i a l l y  n o t  J i m 
F i t z G e r a l d ,  C h i e f 
Executive Officer. “It’s 

impossible to state just how critical our 
relationships with churches have been in our 
century of service for Montana’s children,” 
FitzGerald said. “First Presbyterian of Kalispell 
is the perfect example of a group of people 
joining together to make our work for children 
possible.”

If you’re a member of a church, civic club or 
social group and you’d like ideas on how to 
get the group more involved in Intermountain’s 
work, we would love to help you get started. 

Contact	the	Development	Office	at	406-457-4804	
with	questions.

y o u r  h e l p  m e a n s  s o  m u c h

Reverend Glen Burfeind and Rhudi Miller, President’s Council member
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Martin and Nadine Mutch

Kenny Cloud
Jerry Cloud

Michael Patrick Cloud
Jock and Barb Palmquist
Darrell and Sharon Vallance

Joseph R. Cobb Jr.
Pat Cobb

Vivian Collins
Shirley M. Palmer

Marilyn Pearson Comstock
Amey Buchanan

Rev. Christina Condit
The Condit Family

William Corrigan
Bill Crivello

Millicent and Percival Cox
Clifford and Diane Amdahl

Percival and Millicent Cox
Clifford and Diane Amdahl

Toni Crane
Theone M. Christman
Jack and Sydney Clark
Ken and Sue Depner
Clark and Patricia Inbody
Mr. and Mrs. William Van 
Setten

Pastor Bob Craver
Donna Fry

David Crowe
Andy and Detra Anderson
Marion M. Andrew

Geraldine H. Cummins
Leo K. Cummins

Chris Dana
Keith Sell

Darlene Denzer
Mary L. Pourroy

Lola DeWitt
Clark and Patricia Inbody
Mary L. Pourroy

Walter B. Doering, M.D.
Marie R. Kall

Donna Stevens Doney
Ellen M. Stubblefield

Wayne Donoven
Betty Callies and Dave Melby

Kenny L. Dorsett
Carol Lee Greeno

David Dougherty
Pat Cobb
Howard and Zyella Voiles

Kathleen Ebelt
Dale and Judy Vermulm

Elaine Eck
Dorothy Peete

Marvin Edwards
Debby Joy

Elmer Egli
George L. Sherry

Gary Ekegren
Mary O’Bryan

Lois Emmert
Randy and Denise Erickson

Joan Evans
Bill and Janet Thomas

Helen Everett
Robert and Ruth Clawson

Winifred “Wini” Feldner
Carol Ann Dagenais
Howard and Zyella Voiles

Margaret Felstet
Terry and Carol Ann 
Dagenais
Marie R. Kall

John Fisher
Patricia Fisher

Daniel B. Fleming
Anne Fleming

Joan Fopp
Anne Fleming

Ethel Frank
Norbert and Virginia Van 
Dessel

Marjorie Fryhover
Carol Ann Dagenais

Richard Fryhover
Carol Ann Dagenais

Aubrey Fussell
Alice and Niels Lium

Gifts receiveD January 1-auGust 31, 2011
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Soul Reaching 
$6,000.00	+		
Community Congregational 
Church, Absarokee, MT  

Sunrise Presbyterian Church, 
Great Falls, MT

Heart Healing 
$3,000.00	-	$4,499.00
First Congregational United 
Church of Christ, Elgin, IL 
First Presbyterian Church, 
Great Falls, MT 
 St Paul’s United Methodist 
Church, Helena, MT

Mind Growing 
$1,200.00	-	$2,999.99	
Aldersgate United Methodist 
Church, Butte, MT
Bozeman United Methodist 
Church, Bozeman, MT
First Presbyterian Church, 
Kalispell, MT
First Presbyterian Church, 
Stanford, MT
Laurel United Methodist 
Church, Laurel, MT
Lewistown United Methodist 
Church, Lewistown, MT
Life Covenant Church, 
Helena, MT
Springhill Presbyterian 
Church, Belgrade, MT
Stevensville United Methodist 
Church, Stevensville, MT 

Faith Enhancing 
$800.00	-	$1,199.99	
Calvary Community Church, 
Stanford, MT
First Presbyterian Church, 
Encampment, WY
First Presbyterian Church, 
Fort Collins, CO
First Presbyterian Church, 
Titusville, PA

First Presbyterian Church, 
Whitefish, MT
First United Methodist Church, 
Missoula, MT
Fort Benton United Methodist 
Church, Fort Benton, MT
Mayflower Congregational 
Church, Billings, MT
Riverton United Methodist 
Church, Riverton, WY
Shiloh United Methodist Church, 
Billings, MT
Van Orsdel United Methodist 
Church, Havre, MT 

Confidence 
Strengthening 
$500.00	-	$799.99	
Bigfork Community United 
Methodist Church, 
Bigfork, MT
Columbia Falls United 
Methodist Church, 
Columbia Falls, MT
Epworth United Methodist 
Church, Kalispell, MT
First Congregational UCC, 
Great Falls, MT
First Presbyterian Church, 
Bozeman, MT
First Presbyterian Church, 
Dayton, MT
First Presbyterian Church, 
Harlem, MT
First Presbyterian Church, 
Miles City, MT
First Presbyterian Church, 
Sheridan, WY
First Presbyterian Church, 
Wolf Point, MT
Grace United Methodist 
Church, Dillon, MT
Harlem United Methodist 
Church, Harlem, MT
Huntley United Methodist 
Church, Huntley, MT
Plentywood United Methodist 
Church, Plentywood, MT
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Church, Powell, WY
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Jackson Hole, Jackson, WY
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Big Sandy, MT  

Foundation 
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$1.00	-	$499.99	
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Whitefish, MT
Bethel United Methodist Church, 
Sheridan, MT
Big Timber Lutheran Church, 
Big Timber, MT
Boulder United Methodist 
Church, Boulder, MT
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Brady, MT
Cascade United Methodist 
Church, Cascade, MT
Chester United Methodist 
Church, Chester, MT
Choteau United Methodist 
Church, Choteau, MT
Christ United Methodist 
Church, Great Falls, MT
Community Church UCC, 
Baker, MT
Community Congregational 
Church, Columbus, MT
Community of Grace 
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Community Protestant Church, 
West Yellowstone, MT

Community United Methodist 
Church, Geraldine, MT
Crossroads Christian Fellowship, 
Bigfork, MT
Culbertson United Methodist 
Church, Culbertson, MT
Denton Community United 
Methodist Church, Denton, MT
Dutton United Methodist 
Church, Dutton, MT
First Church of Christ Scientist, 
Helena, MT
First Congregational UCC, 
Big Timber, MT
First Congregational UCC, 
Plentywood, MT
First Presbyterian Church, 
Conrad, MT
First Presbyterian Church, 
Greybull, WY
First Presbyterian Church, 
Havre, MT
First Presbyterian Church, 
Helena, MT
First Presbyterian Church, 
Hot Springs, MT
First Presbyterian Church, 
Polson, MT
First Presbyterian Church, 
Worland, WY
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Billings, MT
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cash Gifts receiveD January 1-DeceMBer 31, 2010
(includes gifts by congregation members for Change for Children)

we are blessed to receive cash and in-kind gifts at all levels, each of which are critical to fulfill our mission. to find out more about 
the Churches for Children program contact intermountain at 406-457-4804 or development, www.intermountain.org.

m e m o r i a l  g i f t s
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Bess Alpaugh
Mary O’Bryan
Betty Ames
Gifts received In Honor of 
Mother’s Day
Stephanie and Jason Knapp
Sandi Ashley
John and Vicki Weida
Susan and Paul Ballinger
Janet and John Winnie
Molly Brocious
Carole A. Brocious
Ashley Browne
Gifts received In Honor of 
Christmas
Jay and Carol Anderson
Cassie Cable
Gifts received In Honor of 
her birthday
Valley Bank of Helena
Children
Tammi Georgia
Rev. Herbert and Lucile Cies
Gifts received In Honor of  
their Anniversary
James W. Tanner
Frank Cooper
Gifts received In Honor of  
Happy Father’s Day
Alicia Tuck
Ted and Ruth Ann Cox
Gifts received In Honor of 
their Birthday
Ted and Ruth Ann Cox
F.M. and Nancy Davidson
Randy and Jill Daughtry
Ralph and Pat Dixon
Gifts received In Honor of 
their Anniversary
Donna C. Bennett*
First Presbyterian Church
Fred and Mary Collins
Joe Franchini
Gifts received In Honor of 
his Birthday
Regina M. Concilla
Shirley Gay
Gifts received In Honor of 
Merry Christmas
John and Nancy Deford
George and Kathy Goodrich
Gwen Allmon
Valerie and Bill Goodwin
Anastasia and Bill Hoeft

Patty Hagestad
Marvin and Glenda Northcutt
Rev. Lyle Hamilton
Bill and Jo Reynolds
Rodger and Arline Hankins
G. Cheston Carey III Fund 
- Baltimore Community 
Foundation
Dee and Ron Incoronato
Earl and Linda Bates
Glacier Oncology, PLLC
Suzie Judge
Gifts received In Honor of 
Merry Christmas
Linda Bates
Rod Kitto
Gifts received In Honor of 
Christmas
Patricia Baker
Barb Knapp
Gifts received In Honor of 
Mother’s Day
Stephanie and Jason Knapp
Joyce Knapp
Gifts received In Honor of 
Mother’s Day
Stephanie and Jason Knapp
Sylvia Lanham
Gifts received In Honor of 
Mother’s Day
Tim and Georgia Lanham
Toni Laurendeau
Gifts received In Honor of 
her Birthday
Earl and Linda Bates
Pat Fierro
Brian Lowney and Britt 
Kirkland
Gifts received In Honor of 
their wedding
Dorothy C. Smith
Jo and Dud Mahler
Gifts received In Honor of 
Christmas
Leslie and Steven Holman
Dud and Jo Mahler
Gifts received In Honor of 
Christmas
Leslie and Steven Holman
Duane Muhleman
Gifts received In Honor of 
his 80th Birthday
Martha Jane Thieltges

Sister Mary Kaye Nealen
Marcia J. May
Mary O’Bryan
Gifts received In Honor of 
her Birthday
Eileen Rasmussen
Stephen and Bettina Patyk
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Barton
Susan Ping
Gifts received In Honor of 
birthday
Valley Bank of Helena
James Quinlivan
Gifts received In Honor 
of birthday Gift employee 
program
Valley Bank of Helena
Eileen Rasmussen
Gifts received In Honor of 
her Birthday
Mary O’Bryan
Jim and Carrie Reynolds
Janet and John Winnie
Bill and Jo Reynolds
Martha B. Anderson
Rev. Hugh Herbert
Janet and John Winnie
Estella Richards
Gifts received In Honor of 
Happy Mother’s Day
Wayne and Rena Bucher
Virginia Robinson
Gifts received In Honor of 
her birthday
Mary O’Bryan
Don and Pam Schapper
Gifts received In Honor of 
Christmas
Linda Bates
Pam and Don Schapper
Linda Bates
Mary H. Schultz
Gifts received In Honor of 
Happy Mother’s Day
Alan and Susan Forkner
Frances Chirgwin 
Shellenberger
Gifts received In Honor of 
Happy Birthday 
Dorothy Chirgwin Holly and 
Ronald G. Holly
Virginia Lee Speck
Gifts received In Honor of 
her 100th Birthday 
Jo Reynolds

Walt Stieg
Gifts received in Honor from 
the Great Falls Office of Stieg 
and Associates
Dianna and Larry Goff
John and Ruth Watson
Sunrise Presbyterian Church
Congregation at Sunrise 
Presbyterian Church in 
Great Falls  
Fred and Mary Collins
Adeline Tveidt
Gifts received In Honor of 
Mother’s Day
Stephanie and Jason Knapp
Connie Tveidt
Gifts received In Honor of 
Mother’s Day
Stephanie and Jason Knapp
John and Ruth Watson
Gifts received In Honor of 
for being such a great dad. 
Happy Father’s Day!
Andrew and Sarah Hall
Gifts received In Honor 
of their 43rd Wedding 
Anniversary
Andrew and Sarah Hall
Darlene Weappa
Stephanie and Jason Knapp
Florence E. Weist
Gifts received In Honor of 
her 91st birthday
Ken and Sue Depner
Jami Wight
Gifts received In Honor of 
her birthday
Jeffrey and Marci Herriford
Leanne Winterrowd
Sam and Milly White
Ember and Jim Woods
Gifts received In Honor of 
Mother’s Day
Autumn and Steve Keller
Duane and Sue Wright
Michael Wright and K. L. 
Templeman

h o n o r  g i f t s

livinG honors January 1-auGust 31, 2011
Many friends of intermountain remember loved ones and commemorate special occasions by giving to our children 
and families. those honored or remembered are listed first, followed by the names of those making gifts. if you would 

like to make a tribute gift, simply fill out the enclosed envelope or go on-line, www.intemountain.org.
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Anonymous
Gerry and Nancy Allen
Phyllis Anderson
Earl and Linda Bates
Honorable Gordon Bennett 
and Ms. Norma Tirrell
Paul and Amy Blavin
Glenn Brackett and Christine 
Lambert
Steve and Judy Browning
Frank and Jeanne Cannon
Peter and Mary Carparelli
Forrest and Virginia Carhartt
Terry and Katrina Chaney
Flora Coghlan (to honor the 
memory of Thomas J. Coghlan)
Fred and Mary Collins
Ed and Bonnie Conrad
Shari Copenhaver
Twila and Bryan Costigan
Lora and Jeff Cowee
Bill Crivello
Matthew Dale
Rev. Su DeBree
Kori and Steve Dee

Ralph and Pat Dixon
Janet Drexel
Duane and Gail Eberhardt
Ken and Liz Eden
Truxton Fisher
Jim and Joan FitzGerald
Dale Forbes
Gary and Pat Freebury
Gary and Vicki Gallagher
Todd and Sue Garrison
Bob and Peggy Gentry
Robert K. Gerloff, M.D.
Rev. Rae Ginther (to honor 
the memory of Grace E. 
Ginther)
Richard Haedt
Lyle Hamilton and Marianne 
Niesen
Harley Harris and Amy 
Pfeifer
Marilyn Hudson (to honor 
the memories of Roy Hudson 
and Eileen Hudson Bergum)
Dee and Ron Incoronato
Robert Jorgensen Jr. and 
Shirley Jorgensen

Helen F. Kaiser
Mildred M. Keene
Toni Laurendeau
Darlene Leichtfuss
Maggie and Gary Long
Richard and Lillian Lund
Virginia Macumber
Maureen and V.J. Maddio
Andy and Anne Miller
Douglas E. Mills
Jean Mills
Gerald and Patricia Molen
Alan and Nancy Nicholson
Glenna Wortman-Obie and 
Jim Obie
Chris Ostrem
Don and Mary Patterson
Steven and Bettina Patyk
Jean Paulson (to honor the 
memory of Gordon Paulson)
Fay and Audrey Pemble
Hubert A. Plymale
Joseph Ramirez
Bill and Jo Reynolds
Barbara L. Rice

Frank Ritter
Sue and Perry Roberts
Madeline M. Roeseler
Hallie B. Rugheimer
Pam and Don Schapper
Irene Schmid
Robert Schurr
George L. Sherry
Verna L. Smith
Edwin and Jessica Stickney
Donna M. Strand (to honor 
the memory of Dean Strand)
Barbara and Dean Swank
Thomas G. Thode and Jo 
Ann Wright
Rick Thompson
Sidney Turnquist
John and Ruth Watson
Paul and Betty Whiting
Betsy and Warren Wilcox
Bill and Donna Yaeger
Ralph Yaeger
Francie Zimmer
Robert and Carol Zinngrabe

cash Gifts receiveD January 1-DeceMBer 31, 2010
Helena Alliance Church, 
Helena, MT
Highwood United Methodist 
Church, Highwood, MT
Hobson United Methodist 
Church, Hobson, MT
Hope United Methodist 
Church, Billings, MT
Lander United Methodist 
Church, Lander, WY
Libby United Methodist 
Church, Libby, MT
Lonsdale United Methodist 
Church, Sidney, MT
Madison Valley Presbyterian 
Church, Ennis, MT
Mission Valley United 
Methodist Church, 
St. Ignatius, MT
Montclair United Methodist 
Church, Belt, MT
Mountain View-Trinity 
United Methodist Church, 
Butte, MT

North Bethesda United 
Methodist Church, 
Bethesda, MD
Noxon United Methodist 
Church, Noxon, MT
Our Redeemer’s Lutheran 
Church, Helena, MT
Pilgrim Congregational 
United Church of Christ, 
Bozeman, MT
Richey United Methodist 
Church, Richey, MT
Risen Christ Catholic 
Church, Kalispell, MT
Roundup United Methodist 
Church, Roundup, MT
Salmon-Lemhi United 
Methodist Church, 
Salmon, ID
Scobey Lutheran Church, 
Scobey, MT
Scobey United Methodist 
Church, Scobey, MT

Shields Valley United 
Methodist Church, 
Livingston, MT
Simms Community United 
Methodist Church, 
Simms, MT
St Francis Parish, Valier, MT
Sun River United Methodist 
Church, Sun River, MT
Sunburst United Methodist 
Church, Sunburst, MT
Ten Sleep United Methodist 
Church, Ten Sleep, WY
Terry Community Presbyterian 
Church, Terry, MT
Three Forks United Methodist 
Church, Three Forks, MT
Townsend United Methodist 
Church, Townsend, MT
Union Presbyterian Church, 
Powell, WY
United Methodist-American 
Baptist Church, Hamilton, MT

United Methodist Church, 
Pine Bluffs, WY
United Presbyterian Church, 
Chinook, MT
University Congregational 
UCC, Missoula, MT
Valier United Methodist 
Church, Valier, MT
Waynesville United Methodist 
Church, Waynesville, OH
West Side United Methodist 
Church, Great Falls, MT
White Pine Community 
United Methodist Church, 
Trout Creek, MT
Whitefish United Methodist 
Church, Whitefish, MT
Winnett United Methodist 
Church, Winnett, MT

new horizons leGacy society
intermountain is deeply grateful to the following individuals for their foresight and generosity. 

they have established a planned gift, made a bequest or commitment, or provided an outright 
gift to benefit the Donor Restricted endowment.
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Rebecca Alexander
Judy Breeden
Reginald and Sandra 
Goodwin

Kaelyn Anderson
John and Mina Anderson

Peggy Anderson
Ruth L. Reiquam

Ivo Andrews
Dorothy Evans

Jean Annis
Joseph and Lois Nemes

Louis Armstrong
Glenn and Ardith Roush

Mary Ann Arnot
Jay and Beverly Johannsen

P.J. Ault
Robert and Fae Phillips

Bonnie Jean Bachini
Jackie and Patrick Mayer

Wanda, James & son 
James Barry
Frances Hawks

Donald and Jeanne 
Bartsch
Ruth L. Reiquam

Jason Baum
Irvin Riis

Arlene Bedey
Bette Bedey

Frank Bedey Jr.
Bette Bedey

Harold Bell
Patricia Baker

Marlene Beltramo
Tony Beltramo

Robert Berg
Barry and Linda Albert

Lois Beron
Ruth L. Reiquam

Mildred E. Biggerstaff
Jane Phillips

Gjertrude Birting
Theone M. Christman

Stanislaw Bloniarz
Scott and Gabbi Chaney

Robert Blotkamp
Mary Blotkamp

Michael Bolin
Marie R. Kall

Kevin Bolme
Janet Lewellen

Clifford Borgen
Georgianna Borgen

Edward Bott
Beatrice Bott

Joyce H. Bras
Rex and Jean Woods

Edith Brauer
Marlene B. Anderson

Roy Brewington
Isabelle M. Mielke

Dale Brown
Earl R. Sukut

Roberta Brown
Mary E. Bond

Esther Buchanan
Clark and Patricia Inbody
Robert D. & E. Rae McDonald 
Trust
William and Nina Townsley

Jeanne D. Burdsall
Beth L. Bruns
Shirlee and Gerald Oliver

John Burwell
Bob and Jo Ann Weststeyn

Doug Bussell
Gene and Vicki Meek

Wilma Butler
Maggie and Gary Long
Anne and Stan Wilmoth

Betty L. Bykonen
Delia A. Atkinson

William Cahill
Carol Ann Dagenais

Barbara Cain
Glenn and Ardith Roush

Jean Callies
Betty Callies and Dave Melby

Richard W. Callies
Betty Callies and Dave Melby

Jeffrey Cappel
Kathy and Howard Cappel

Rose Cazier
Jean White

Alvin “Shorty” 
Challstrom
David and Imojean Murray

Billy D. Chaney
Scott and Gabbi Chaney

Jan Chilcott
Bob and Jo Ann Weststeyn

Levonne Clapper
Kay Lorenz

Terry Clark
Carl and Lee Spring
Carl and Annetta 
Wohlgenant

Roberta Clarke
Martin and Nadine Mutch

Kenny Cloud
Jerry Cloud

Michael Patrick Cloud
Jock and Barb Palmquist
Darrell and Sharon Vallance

Joseph R. Cobb Jr.
Pat Cobb

Vivian Collins
Shirley M. Palmer

Marilyn Pearson Comstock
Amey Buchanan

Rev. Christina Condit
The Condit Family

William Corrigan
Bill Crivello

Millicent and Percival Cox
Clifford and Diane Amdahl

Percival and Millicent Cox
Clifford and Diane Amdahl

Toni Crane
Theone M. Christman
Jack and Sydney Clark
Ken and Sue Depner
Clark and Patricia Inbody
Mr. and Mrs. William Van 
Setten

Pastor Bob Craver
Donna Fry

David Crowe
Andy and Detra Anderson
Marion M. Andrew

Geraldine H. Cummins
Leo K. Cummins

Chris Dana
Keith Sell

Darlene Denzer
Mary L. Pourroy

Lola DeWitt
Clark and Patricia Inbody
Mary L. Pourroy

Walter B. Doering, M.D.
Marie R. Kall

Donna Stevens Doney
Ellen M. Stubblefield

Wayne Donoven
Betty Callies and Dave Melby

Kenny L. Dorsett
Carol Lee Greeno

David Dougherty
Pat Cobb
Howard and Zyella Voiles

Kathleen Ebelt
Dale and Judy Vermulm

Elaine Eck
Dorothy Peete

Marvin Edwards
Debby Joy

Elmer Egli
George L. Sherry

Gary Ekegren
Mary O’Bryan

Lois Emmert
Randy and Denise Erickson

Joan Evans
Bill and Janet Thomas

Helen Everett
Robert and Ruth Clawson

Winifred “Wini” Feldner
Carol Ann Dagenais
Howard and Zyella Voiles

Margaret Felstet
Terry and Carol Ann 
Dagenais
Marie R. Kall

John Fisher
Patricia Fisher

Daniel B. Fleming
Anne Fleming

Joan Fopp
Anne Fleming

Ethel Frank
Norbert and Virginia Van 
Dessel

Marjorie Fryhover
Carol Ann Dagenais

Richard Fryhover
Carol Ann Dagenais

Aubrey Fussell
Alice and Niels Lium

David Garcia
Roger and Nita Hearst

Gifts Received JanuaRy 1-auGust 31, 2011
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Soul Reaching 
$6,000.00 +  
Community Congregational 
Church, Absarokee, MT  

Sunrise Presbyterian Church, 
Great Falls, MT

Heart Healing 
$3,000.00 - $4,499.00
First Congregational United 
Church of Christ, Elgin, IL 
First Presbyterian Church, 
Great Falls, MT 
 St Paul’s United Methodist 
Church, Helena, MT

Mind Growing 
$1,200.00 - $2,999.99 
Aldersgate United Methodist 
Church, Butte, MT
Bozeman United Methodist 
Church, Bozeman, MT
First Presbyterian Church, 
Kalispell, MT
First Presbyterian Church, 
Stanford, MT
Laurel United Methodist 
Church, Laurel, MT
Lewistown United Methodist 
Church, Lewistown, MT
Life Covenant Church, 
Helena, MT
Springhill Presbyterian 
Church, Belgrade, MT
Stevensville United Methodist 
Church, Stevensville, MT 

Faith Enhancing 
$800.00 - $1,199.99 
Calvary Community Church, 
Stanford, MT
First Presbyterian Church, 
Encampment, WY
First Presbyterian Church, 
Fort Collins, CO
First Presbyterian Church, 
Titusville, PA

First Presbyterian Church, 
Whitefish, MT
First United Methodist Church, 
Missoula, MT
Fort Benton United Methodist 
Church, Fort Benton, MT
Mayflower Congregational 
Church, Billings, MT
Riverton United Methodist 
Church, Riverton, WY
Shiloh United Methodist Church, 
Billings, MT
Van Orsdel United Methodist 
Church, Havre, MT 

Confidence 
Strengthening 
$500.00 - $799.99 
Bigfork Community United 
Methodist Church, 
Bigfork, MT
Columbia Falls United 
Methodist Church, 
Columbia Falls, MT
Epworth United Methodist 
Church, Kalispell, MT
First Congregational UCC, 
Great Falls, MT
First Presbyterian Church, 
Bozeman, MT
First Presbyterian Church, 
Dayton, MT
First Presbyterian Church, 
Harlem, MT
First Presbyterian Church, 
Miles City, MT
First Presbyterian Church, 
Sheridan, WY
First Presbyterian Church, 
Wolf Point, MT
Grace United Methodist 
Church, Dillon, MT
Harlem United Methodist 
Church, Harlem, MT
Huntley United Methodist 
Church, Huntley, MT
Plentywood United Methodist 
Church, Plentywood, MT

Powell United Methodist 
Church, Powell, WY
Presbyterian Church of 
Jackson Hole, Jackson, WY
Presbytery of Yellowstone, 
Bozeman, MT
Red Lodge Community Church, 
United Church of Christ, 
Red Lodge, MT
Redstone United Methodist 
Church, Redstone, MT
Steamboat Springs United 
Methodist Church, Steamboat 
Springs, CO
United Church of Christ, 
Fairfield, MT
United Methodist Church, 
Big Sandy, MT  

Foundation 
Building 
$1.00 - $499.99 
All Saints’ Episcopal Church, 
Whitefish, MT
Bethel United Methodist Church, 
Sheridan, MT
Big Timber Lutheran Church, 
Big Timber, MT
Boulder United Methodist 
Church, Boulder, MT
Brady United Methodist Church, 
Brady, MT
Cascade United Methodist 
Church, Cascade, MT
Chester United Methodist 
Church, Chester, MT
Choteau United Methodist 
Church, Choteau, MT
Christ United Methodist 
Church, Great Falls, MT
Community Church UCC, 
Baker, MT
Community Congregational 
Church, Columbus, MT
Community of Grace 
Presbyterian Church, Sandy, UT
Community Protestant Church, 
West Yellowstone, MT

Community United Methodist 
Church, Geraldine, MT
Crossroads Christian Fellowship, 
Bigfork, MT
Culbertson United Methodist 
Church, Culbertson, MT
Denton Community United 
Methodist Church, Denton, MT
Dutton United Methodist 
Church, Dutton, MT
First Church of Christ Scientist, 
Helena, MT
First Congregational UCC, 
Big Timber, MT
First Congregational UCC, 
Plentywood, MT
First Presbyterian Church, 
Conrad, MT
First Presbyterian Church, 
Greybull, WY
First Presbyterian Church, 
Havre, MT
First Presbyterian Church, 
Helena, MT
First Presbyterian Church, 
Hot Springs, MT
First Presbyterian Church, 
Polson, MT
First Presbyterian Church, 
Worland, WY
First United Methodist Church, 
Billings, MT
First United Methodist Church, 
Glasgow, MT
First United Methodist Church, 
Great Falls, MT
First United Methodist Church, 
Miles City, MT
Friendship Baptist Church, 
Clancy, MT
Grace United Methodist 
Church, Billings, MT
Grace United Methodist 
Church, Livingston, MT
Grace United Methodist 
Church, Missoula, MT
Grand Avenue Christian 
Church, Bozeman, MT

cash Gifts Received JanuaRy 1-decembeR 31, 2010
(includes gifts by congregation members for Change for Children)

We are blessed to receive cash and in-kind gifts at all levels, each of which are critical to fulfill our mission. To find out more about 
the Churches for Children program contact Intermountain at 406-457-4804 or development, www.intermountain.org.

m e m o r I a l  g I f t s
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MakinG the church connection
	 –	By	David	Creamer,	Development	Manager

 In Intermountain’s 100-plus year history, 
 churches have provided a backbone of support 
 that has been critical to the organization’s 
success. Being founded by a minister, the 
connection is a natural one. But as Intermountain 
has become more and more sophisticated, it is 
easy to overlook how critical a church’s connection 
can be. Easy, that is, until you visit a church like 
First Presbyterian of 
Kalispell.

The connection between 
Intermountain and 
Pastor Glen Burfeind’s 
congregation goes 
back decades, like so 
many other churches 
in Montana. Since 
services began in the 
Flathead less than 
three years ago, the 
congregation’s passion has grown tremendously. 
The effort has been led by Intermountain 
President’s Council (IPC) members Wayne and 
Rhudi Miller of Kalispell, who are members of 
First Presbyterian. Rhudi has spoken passionately 
to the congregation on multiple occasions, lending 
credibility to Intermountain that the agency 
couldn’t get on its own.

In their most recent “Change for Children” 
campaign, they raised $2,145, one of the best 
totals Intermountain has ever received in the 

history of this effort. But “Change for Children” 
is only part of First Presbyterian’s fervor for 
the mission of Intermountain.

Their Presbyterian Women’s group frequently 
contributes cash and in-kind donations, the 
church donates out of its general fund, and the 
Kalispell Development office has fielded dozens 

of  ca l l s  f rom church 
members interested in 
donating, volunteering and 
spreading the word about 
Intermountain.

T h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f 
relationships like these is 
not lost on anyone at 
Intermounta in ,and 
e s p e c i a l l y  n o t  J i m 
F i t z G e r a l d ,  C h i e f 
Executive Officer. “It’s 

impossible to state just how critical our 
relationships with churches have been in our 
century of service for Montana’s children,” 
FitzGerald said. “First Presbyterian of Kalispell 
is the perfect example of a group of people 
joining together to make our work for children 
possible.”

If you’re a member of a church, civic club or 
social group and you’d like ideas on how to 
get the group more involved in Intermountain’s 
work, we would love to help you get started. 

Contact	the	Development	Office	at	406-457-4804	
with	questions.

y o u r  h e l p  m e a n s  s o  m u c h

Reverend Glen Burfeind and Rhudi Miller, President’s Council member
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David Garcia
Roger and Nita Hearst

Lela Garoutte
Ted and Beulah Brittenham

Dorothy Glass
Paul and Elaine Verdon

Ken Gordon
Ted and Beulah Brittenham

Alvin Greeno
Carol Lee Greeno

Gerald T. Greeno Jr.
Carol Lee Greeno

Roscoe D. Greeno
Carol Lee Greeno

Jane Grotts
Wayne and Rena Bucher

Sidney Grovenstein
Gloria Helgeson

Kay Gusfason
Diane Gludt

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd 
Halmrast
Gloria Helgeson

Bertha Hansen
Ted and Beulah Brittenham

Dwight J. Hare
Martin and Nadine Mutch

Rev. George Harper
Robin Anlian and Jack Slevin
Dianne Armstrong
Ruth E. Barrett
Bitterroot Chiropractic 
Clinic
Pat Boggess
Mary E. Bond
Gail Brockbank
Barbara W. Brodock
Fred and Mary Collins
Maxine B. Conver
Twila and Bryan Costigan
Betty Davidson
Karen and Jon Driessen
Margaret M. Eagle
Denise Feller
Dollie Gilbert
Betty Grimes
Art and Shirley Hall
Lyle Hamilton and Marianne 
Niesen
JoAnn Hanson and Eric 
Stimson
Don M. Harriott

Rev. Hugh Herbert
Dorothy Hollern
Rose and Jerry Hughes
Dee and Ron Incoronato
Linda Knoblock
Maggie and Gary Long
Kerin McCarver
Bruce Nelson and Nancy 
Kaiser Nelson
Bill and Jo Reynolds
Charles and Vicki Ruzicka
Leta and Robert Schlicht
George L. Sherry
Rosalind and Andris Sildegs
Debra and Nate Simmons
Jean Smith
St Paul’s Wesleyan Fellowship
Susan Twidwell
Lois Valentine
Paul and Elaine Verdon
Karol and Shirley Wilczynski
Linney Wix

Jack Harris
Lloyd and Lannie Gillin

Russ Harvey
Arlene B. Harvey

William “Bill” Harvey
Larry and Barbara Ann 
Peterman
Darrell and Sharon Vallance

Fred Heinlen
Walter and Annabel 
Peckinpaugh

Dennis Helmbrecht
Joseph and Lois Nemes

Laro Hensley
Byron and Susan Anderson
Florence Armagost
James H. Blevins
Mr. and Mrs. Merlin Blevins

Irene Herriford
Jeffrey and Marci Herriford

Marian Hinman
Anna Lee Erickson
Ruth L. Reiquam

Ruth Hippely
Etta Jean and Frank Juge

Dorothy Jacobson 
Hitshew
Lois Richards

Norma Holje
David and Imojean Murray

Richard Hollingsworth
Jackie and Patrick Mayer

Margaret C. Hollow
Paul Caruso Jr. and Lenette 
Caruso
Mary Lou and Bob Garrett
Dee and Ron Incoronato
Jock and Barb Palmquist

Charlotte E. Holzheimer
Rex and Jean Woods

Barbara Hoven
Oliver and Christina Goe

James Howeth
Stan and Ann Stephens

Leona Hueth
Ruth Beil

David Hughes
Ron and Mary Bond

Ford Hughes
Dale and Judy Vermulm

Verna M. Huidekoper
Andy and Detra Anderson
Ken and Sue Depner

John and Jeannette Hurly
Jean White

Fred Jakovac
George and Frances Schisler

Wesley Jankovsky
Norris and Dorian 
Grunhuvd

Dorothy Jarrett
Richard and Joyce Davies

Carol Jensen
Norris and Dorian 
Grunhuvd

Ib Jensen
Bub and Prim States

Robert Jensen
David and Imojean Murray

Alma Johnson
Mary Lou and Bob Garrett

Ethel Johnson
Delia A. Atkinson

Frances Johnson
Bill and Beverly Rehm

Jesse Johnson
Ella Kay Johnson

Melvin Vincent Johnson 
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Carson 

Clarence Jones
Marlene B. Anderson

Raymond Jones
Don Keough

Ruth Joy 
Robert and Ruth Clawson 

Frances Joyce
Eva M. Ballinger   
Elaine A. Benson   
Edward and Sharon Etzwiler
Lewis and Pauline Hames
Lee J. Harbour
Teresa Hartzog
Barbara Kirscher
Adrean Lake
Mike and Lucy Stump
Randy and Debbie Williams

Barbara Kasper
Hoddy and Linda 
Cunningham

Betty Kebschull
Chris DeHart
Bob and Pam Ellis
Adrianne Flom
Kay Lorenz
Louis and Bodil Merchen
Earlene Meyer
Montana Department of 
Transportation Employees
Carol and Bruce Swick
Town & Country Quilt Guild
Dorothy and James Weaver

Eloyse Keller
Deanna Styren

Norma C. Kelly
Jock and Barb Palmquist

Katherine Dale Kimball
Bill and Joan Cunningham

Jane King
Walter and Annabel 
Peckinpaugh

Thelma King
Robert and Ruth Clawson

Ann Kiro
Bill and Janet Thomas

Leone Knudson
Ken Knudson

Eiko Konishi
Ruth L. Reiquam

Laverne Kruzich
Dan and Mary Guidi

Janet Kuntz
Howard and Zyella Voiles

Betty Lah
Jeffrey and Marci Herriford

Gifts receiveD January 1-auGust 31, 2011

m e m o r i a l  g i f t s
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intermountain, in partnership with the City of Helena, was recently 
awarded a Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) for $450,000.
this federal funding will support the building of two new cottages 
on intermountain’s Helena residential treatment campus. thanks to 
the strategic partnership between intermountain and the city – who 
sponsored the application – intermountain was successful with its 
first CDBG public facilities proposal. 

this project will provide a 
much-needed upgrade to an 
organization that has been 
a stalwart in the Helena 
community for more than 100 
years. the two new 12-bed 
cottages were identified as 
the most cost-effective and 
efficient way of upgrading  
 intermountain’s nearly 

40-year-old residential treatment campus.the new cottages will 
create a secure homelike atmosphere with space for young 
children, staff and families to partner in healing. there will be 
designated spaces for recreational activities, therapy sessions 
and adult meeting spaces to promote privacy and confidentiality. 
Updated with 21st century technology and green building standards 
in mind, these cottages will provide children and staff with a 
comfortable and functional therapeutic home for many decades. 

the announcement of the Community Development Block Grant 
moves intermountain closer to its goal of raising $2.5 million for the 
cottage construction project. Receiving the full amount ($450,000) 
requested demonstrates the merit of the project for other funding 
sources, including much needed private support. intermountain has 
secured nearly 50 percent of the project funding to date.

“we are thankful for the City of Helena support. it was many months 
of work and more months of waiting,” noted Jim FitzGerald, CeO.  
“For inspiration and patience, i think about our children and how 
much patience they must have to heal.”  

Berni whole-heartedly described Providence 
Home as a warm, welcoming, controlled, and 
nurturing environment.  

“The community struggles in understanding 
what a shelter does and how we facilitate that,” 
Berni said. She explained that it is a challenge, 
“educating other people to the philosophy 
around child welfare and what it means to the 
child in the present moment.”  

When giving advice about fostering children, 
Berni provides no less than the nitty gritty 
truth. She believes it is 
good for foster parents to 
have positively resolved 
a situation in their own 
lives in order to better 
understand and connect 
with their foster children. 
Another thing to consider 
is that foster children 
may be ungrateful. Even 
if a child was neglected by 
someone close to them, they 
will still want to be near what is familiar and might 
view foster parents as an obstacle of that desire.  

“It’s not like parenting your own children,” Berni 
said. “The kids have grit.” 

Between her duties at work and her role at 
home, it would be impossible for Berni not to 
be tired. However, she attributes her strength and 
determination to having an active faith and church 
life, knowing her limits, and praying often.  

“I pray a lot … I love 
the Lord and I love 
the people who serve 
him, and I love the 
people that don’t know 
him yet,” Berni said. 

Berni is particularly 
concerned with the 
recent comeback of methamphetamine use and 
the children that are placed at risk because of this.  
She hugely supports the Montana Meth Project 
ad campaign and believes there is still much to 
be done. So when asked why she does all that she 
does, there are many different answers. But the 
most imperative reason is that she does it to inspire 
others to do the same.  

interMountain receives a 
$450,000 coMMunity DevelopMent 
Block Grant

(Berni McDonald – continued from page 1)

Architect’s rendering of Residential Services cottage

Providence Home Green Tomato 
Pie and the hands that made it.

h e a l i n g  a  n e W  c e n t u r y
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Margie Laknar
Bob and Jo Ann Weststeyn

Dan Larson
Art and Shirley Hall

Barbara L. Lee
Deborah L. Morris

Ethel Lelek
Dean and Rose Koffler
Bill and Janet Thomas

Ed Lewis
Tim and Georgia Lanham

Bill Linn
Jim and Marlys Robertson

Mabel Little
Ken and Sue Depner

Ruby Longbottom
Bill and Roberta 
Longbottom

Virginia “Bobbie” Lucero
Luther E. Lucero

Frances Lunday
Henry and Marilyn Kathrein

Nathan MacAdam Cox
Leah G. McDonald

Jack MacDonald
Norris and Dorian 
Grunhuvd

Eileen Maloney
Clark and Patricia Inbody

Dorothy Marberg
Richard D. Marberg

Bob Marcy
Millie Y. Mielke

George Markin
Diane Gludt

Eugene Mauzey
Melva Brandewie

Eva McBride
Isabelle M. Mielke

Florence E. McClenahan
Roger and Nita Hearst

Bob McDonald
Clark and Patricia Inbody

Mary Frances McHenry
Joyce Chaney

Lois E. McKinley
Capital Air Lodge 1759, Int’l 
Assoc of Machinists and 
Aerospace Workers

Arlene McNally
Howard and Zyella Voiles

Don McPherson
Fay and Audrey Pemble

Marion Medvit
Julie Brandon
Cynthia and Steven Brown
Crown Central LLC.
Betty and Donald Donner
Anita and John Funk
Florence and Bill Lolos
John and Janet Rich
Cheryl C. Wright

Fred Merritt Jr.
Richard Merritt

Grace J Merritt
Richard Merritt

Gertrude Amelia Mikelson
Kay C. Marker
Dean Mikelson

Dean Mills
Sue and Todd Garrison

Marge Mills
Margaret Engberg

Louis Mink
Willis and Margaret Rigby

Jack Miranti
Marie R. Kall

Bob Montanye
Tracy E. Plummer

Audra L. Morger-Bonilla
Don Keough

Donald Muir
Gene and Vicki Meek

Sam Munson
Virginia Landers
Leta and Robert Schlicht

Chester and Betty Mussetter
Delores Haslip

John Nazelrod
Don Keough

Christine Near
Joyce M. Clemo

Sylvester Nemes
Joseph and Lois Nemes

Helen Nordling
Bill and Jackie Nordling

Walter L. O’Fallon
Loretta and Robert Pearce

Bill O’Leary
Paul and Elaine Verdon

Laura Olinger-Maki
Lloyd and Ethel Maki

Edna Onstad
Joseph and Lois Nemes

Keller Logan Owen
Billy and Jean Tanner

Ray Patrick
Lloyd and Lannie Gillin
Stan and Ann Stephens

Raymond Peck
Glenna Wortman-Obie and 
Jim Obie 

Richard Pedder
Marlene B. Anderson

Walt and Norma Perkins
Denni Byrd

Leroy Peterson
Fay and Audrey Pemble

Dorothy Plowman
Mary Warner

Pat Plummer
Murrill and Lana Finch
Tracy E. Plummer

Terry J. Podell
Jack and Merry Lou Casteel
Donna J. Copps

Harold and Ruby Pressman
Bill and Janet Thomas

Robert L. Prongua
Carol and Len Lutey

Don Puich
Donna Fry

Verle Quentin Quigley
Billy and Jean Tanner

Darlene Ramage
Donald Ramage

Peggy Reynolds
Gene and Vicki Meek

Jon Weston Rhodes
Bill and Jo Reynolds

Don Rice
Donna B. Alzheimer
Fay and Georgia Buck
Theone M. Christman
Ken and Sue Depner
Anna Lee Erickson
Norman and Sharon Haug
Ruth L. Reiquam

Barbara Richardson
Family and Friends
Neal and Balaly Richardson

Ruth Richey
James and Mary Brainard

Larry Richmond
Fay and Audrey Pemble

William E. Rogers
Margaret A. Rogers

Alice Romanchuk
Clayton and Joan Pearce

Maxine Lucretia Rugg
Tim and Georgia Lanham

Chester Schendel
Ellen M. Stubblefield

Ted and Betty Schlepp
Kerin McCarver

Art Schmidt
Bev Knoll

Fred and Loretta Schwartz
Quentin and Sally Schwartz

Nell Sell
Bob and Jo Ann Weststeyn

Helen I. Sheble
Ken and Sue Depner
Norman and Sharon Haug
Ruth L. Reiquam

Barbara Sheline
Bill Crivello

Bill Silvia
Jim and Marlys Robertson

Baby Johnny Simmons
John and Agnes Simmons

Robert Sisk
Evelyn Aiken
Nick and Irva Jean Schultz
Joyce and Gordon 
Kammerzell

Jim Smeltzer
Murrill and Lana Finch

Vernon A. Smiley
Don Keough

Catherine Smith
Henry and Marilyn Kathrein

Patty Smith
Robert and Ruth Clawson

Warren Snodgrass
Bob and Jo Ann Weststeyn

Howard Snyder
Isabelle M. Mielke

Gertrude Sorenson
Bette Bedey

Gifts receiveD January1-DeceMBer 31,2010
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Can We Be of assistanCe?
	 –	By	Jim	FitzGerald,	M.P.A.,Chief	Executive	Officer

 uring the Second World War, my father served 

 in the Pacific on a U.S. Navy carrier that was 

 attacked by kamikazes. He was 23 years old and 

a participant in what is remembered as one of the largest 

naval battles in human history. As with all good stories, I 

like his for the lesson in it; not one of personal heroics or 

coolness under fire, but rather the example of a group of 

individuals–collectively–making a powerful decision to 

look outward and choose a course of action that was both 

immediately beneficial and ultimately transcendent.

As his ship was in flames and listing, my father was on the 

bridge helping to evacuate the wounded when the radio 

crackled and a distinctly Australian voice asked:  “Can we 

be of assistance?”  The call had been placed by an officer 

on board the Austrailian, a cruiser that itself had come under 

fire and was engulfed in flames. However, in their own time 

of need the captain and the crew of the Australian looked 

beyond their desperate situation and somehow found the 

courage to share all that they had to offer. Their selfless 

decision defined what truly mattered in that moment and 

the power of their understated request–“Can we be of 

assistance?”–combined to form something transcendent 

in terms of both time and place. 

Halfway around the world and almost 70 years later, the lesson 

of this story is one that I am reminded of on a frequent basis. 

On numerous occasions each and every day, I see the results 

– in children’s faces and in their progress – of people who 

rise above themselves and their immediate needs to embrace 

others facing desperate circumstances. These people are 

you: Intermountain’s volunteers and donors.

Having been with this organization for more than three decades, 

I have had the privilege of knowing many Intermountain 

supporters, donors and volunteers for a long, long time. In 

visiting with you and sharing our experiences, it becomes 

apparent that for every individual and every family, life is 

neither a steady stream of fortune or misfortune. Rather, 

it’s a long path—sometimes even and level, but always with 

its share of ups and downs. And it is inspiring to me that 

even during those times when your lives are difficult, you 

find strength in the difference you can make in the lives of 

those who are even less fortunate.

Your dedication to and support for Intermountain children 

go far beyond providing shelter, food, education, and even 

the vital healing care that our organization is renowned for. 

Like the crew of the Australian, the appeal of Intermountain 

supporters is usually a humble one, essentially, “Can we be 

of assistance?” But your concern and your action rise above 

the moment as expressions of hope, and for the children 

we serve—the abused, the neglected and the abandoned—

provide the first glimmer of promise they have had in their 

short but tumultuous lives. 

To all of you who so generously share your time, talent and 

treasure with Intermountain, please accept my sincere thanks. 

Your support in all of its forms is appreciated, it matters, 

and it’s helping all of us–especially the children–to transcend 

difficulties that appear insurmountable, to build on promise, 

and to create a better world.   
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Jean L. Spicher
Grandview Townhouse 
Association

Joe Spiroff
Anderson ZurMuehlen & 
Employee Benefit Resources
Laurie and Gerard Boland
Maxine B. Conver
Milton and Kathe Crum
Jon and Vicky Dean
Bob and Loraine Eyman
Galusha, Higgins & Galusha PC
Phyllis Garrison
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Gilbert
Mr. and Mrs. Rob Grossman
Robert B. Haseman
Huffman Grocery Petek’s AG 
Super Market, Inc.
Reinhart and Martha Kurtz
Marc D. Lubline
Susan Moore
Richard and Janet Parish
Peter and Catherine Petek
Harry and Shirley Reinig
Frederick and Marjorie 
Sherwood
Ruth G. Thomson

Florence Sproul Hedin
Bob and Jo Ann Weststeyn

Billie Lee Spurgin
Marie R. Kall

Robert Stabler
Marlyn and Alice Janssen

Jean C. Stefaniak
Joseph Stefaniak

Margaret C. Stephens
Stan and Ann Stephens

Joan H. Stremcha
Pat and Charles Floyd
Debby Joy

Arlene I. Sukut
Earl R. Sukut

Sheila Sullivan
Terry and Carol Ann 
Dagenais

Don Surface
Ken and Sue Depner

Jim and Kathy Susag
Howard and Zyella Voiles

Wilbur D. Swenson
Margaret Swenson

Bonnie Taliaferro
Beta Preceptor Iota
Mary D. Munger
Myron and Mary Pitch
Rita Rodoni
Wesley and Donna Walimaa
Whitter Sunshine Fund

Diane Teash
Deanna Styren

Charles and Eleanor Tesch
Deanna Styren

Alice Jo Thompson
Peg and Bill Fry

Maria Kriskovich 
Tiefenthaler
Gerry and Nancy Allen

Gertie Toivonen
Charles and Carol May 
Smith

Scott Charles Tonne
Billy and Jean Tanner

Margaret Tornga
Dolores Kellogg

Vicki D. Toth
Debby Joy
Betty Tuffli
Diane Gludt

Barbara Twiford
Jean H. Walker

Harry and Mary 
Underberg
Paul and Mary Sutter

Georgia Carol Vande-
Veegaete
Carol Lee Greeno

Clifford “Brick” Vaughn
Carl and Lee Spring

Joe Vranish
Margret Sovig

Brian Wahle Jr.
Peg Wahle

Burton Walsh
Norris and Dorian 
Grunhuvd

Delbert and Carol Walter
Beverly and Millard Trask

Mary Ward
Roger and Nita Hearst

John Dunbar Watson
Gary and Marla McFerrin

Annie Webster
David and Carol Rasmussen

Jean G. Weeks
Marie R. Kall

Mr. and Mrs. Robert K. West
Glenn and Ardith Roush

Virginia West
Melba Castles

Selma White
Richard and Carol Brownell

Harley Will
David and Imojean Murray

Geraldine Williams
B.J. and Mannie Erwin
John and Connie Fitzpatrick
Stephen O. Popovac

Wayne Willman
Joseph and Lois Nemes

Helen Willson
Malmstrom Air Force Base 
CPU

Anne Wix
Linney Wix

Bob Wix
Linney Wix

Bill Yaeger
Janet Lewellen

Gifts receiveD January1-DeceMBer 31,2010

Leave a Lasting Legacy
By naming Intermountain in your Will, you can 
guarantee that your legacy of caring for children 
and families will continue for generations to come. 

Here is specific language for your gift:
FIXED AMOUNT: [I (name), of (city, state, ZIP) give, devise and bequeath 
to Inter-Mountain Deaconess Home for Children the sum (written amount 
or percentage of the estate or description of property) of $___ for its 
unrestricted use and purpose.]
This sample is just a suggestion. Legal documents should always be prepared by 
your attorney.  Intermountain is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit charitable organization. 
Gifts are tax deductible.

m e m o r i a l  g i f t s
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Berni McDonalD 
Staff Spotlight
	 –	By	Brittany	Goltry,	Communications	Intern	

Most people are discouraged against bringing their work home. Berni McDonald 
is an exception.  Her job as the Program Manager for the Family Learning 
Center and Providence Home is to provide care for children in need. Plus, it 

has always been a part of her heart to be 
that place where a child feels safe and 
at home. Not only does Berni have 
heart, but she has personal experience 
as well.  Her own childhood with 
“wonderful foster parents” inspired 
Berni and her husband Gordy to 
foster over 60 children between 1993 
and 2006. The McDonald family was 
even named the Montana State Foster 
Family of the year in 1997.  

“I was a kid in foster care,” Berni said.  “My passion was that I understood 
what kids were thinking and feeling more than what someone could tell me.”  

For the last three years, Berni has overseen all of the staff, children, and operations 
for Providence Home.  Her oversight influences all aspects of the home, from 
policies and procedures to training, hiring, and public affairs. When conditions 
at home are unlivable, children in the Flathead Valley, from birth to age 12, 
are able to receive care from the home.  

“What separates Intermountain from other 
organizations is that we continually strive 
for excellence,” Berni explained.  “It’s not 
about the bottom dollar; it’s about keeping 
the kids safe.”  

While responding to kids in need is the most 
rewarding part of Berni’s job, she revealed that there are many challenges 
as well.  For instance, the community often thinks of a shelter as something 
unstructured, haphazard, and unstable—something that it is not. Rather, 

“When children 
 are in need and 
 in crisis, we can 
 respond to that.”

Berni McDonald, Providence Home Program Manager, 
has fostered more than 60 children over the past 13 years.
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“Our	precious	children...worth	their	weight	in	fine	gold”
	 	–	Lamentations	4:2	(NSRV)
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s p e c i a l  e v e n t s

Music of christMas concert
featuring LiL’ spoon
thursday, December 1
7pm-9pm

JingLe BeLL JaM Dance
featuring the cLintons
saturday, December 3
7pm-12am

faMiLy Days
saturday and sunday
December 3-4
10am-4pm

“There is nothing more exponentially rewarding than 
designing for Intermountain’s Festival of Trees. Any creativity 
I am able to invest ripples in giant waves of joy throughout the 
lives of hundreds of  Montana’s children as well as thousands of 
families, businesses, and citizens in the greater Helena area.”
 
~ Susie Griffin, Designer for FAST Enterprises
    2010 tree titled “Celebrate the Wonder and Take Flight 
    with Technology”

     December 10, 2011
WinterWonderland

   Hilton Garden Inn, Kalispell  MT

For more information please contact Stephanie Fitte, Special Events Manager, at stephanief@intermountain.org or 406-457-4760.

intermountain’s 24th annual festival of trees 

november 30 - December 4, 2011
helena civ ic center


